Hypercholesterolaemia is a major risk factor for the development of coronary heart disease (CHD). Early detection and management of hypercholesterolaemia could retard the atherosclerotic process. Given that CHD and hypercholesterolaemia cluster within families, a screening strategy based on a family history of vascular disease has been advocated. controversial8-10; in children it is a non-issue.
Raised blood cholesterol is strongly implicated in the pathogenesis of coronary heart disease (CHD). There Information on vascular disease in close family members was among the data gathered from parents in a self administered questionnaire. A positive family history was defined as an event (heart attack, angina, stroke) occurring in (i) either parent at any age and/or (ii) first degree grandparents, uncles, or aunts under the age of 55 years. Questionnaires were distributed to children by a liaison teacher upon receipt of a signed consent form, and brought home for completion by parents. They were returned in preaddressed sealable envelopes identifiable by code number only The overall response rate for the coronary risk factor surveillance study was 79-3%. Table 1 gives the response rate for each age-sex group by school selection policy. Parental We further modified the AAP proposals by employing a broader definition of family history in that we included first degree aunts and uncles. In this way we hoped to maximise 
